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About the project

There is a pressing need for transition to an environmentally and socially responsible circular model in the textile sector, a
traditional key industry in the Mediterranean with an undoubtful cross-border nature. The very word “textile” seems
Mediterranean like: clothes cross the sea basin from textile manufacturing to clothing production and from consumption
to re-use and recycle. The solution to accelerate this transition is innovative entrepreneurship, which, in addition to its
positive environmental benefits, will generate employment in the region. This transformation is the underlying idea
behind STAND UP! which intends to support textile entrepreneurs and eco-innovative ventures in 5 countries and help
them seize the business opportunities that the green evolution will generate. To achieve this ambitious goal, the project
will undertake many actions in training, financial grants, market stimulation, technology transfer, IPR protection, etc. As a
result, the SMEs of the textile and clothing sector will be more competitive and, at aggregate level, the value chain will be
strengthened, and new Mediterranean cross-border linkages established
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Objective

To enhance scalable, replicable and inclusive circular economy ventures in the Mediterranean by developing an
ecosystem of business support, innovation, and technology transfer that will lead to sustainable job creation for youth

and women

What will be improved?

STAND Up! will lead to an increase in
the income of existing green SMEs as
well as to the creation of new
sustainable textile enterprises. This
will generate a natural demand for
new jobs that will be met by high
skilled people. Concretely, 400
ideation-stage ventures will be
supported to help them generate
employment opportunities and 20
early and growth stage ventures will
be assisted in maintaining stable
employment and create, at least, two
new direct jobs each. Besides this
direct and indirect impact, the
stimulation of innovation and sector
aggregation will minimize negative
environmental impact along the
garment lifecycle and facilitate the
region’s transition towards
sustainable consumption and
production in the textile and clothing
industry. All in all, the project will
mark a significant step change in
each region’s ability to harness the
power of eco-innovation and
entrepreneurship in the textile (Italy
and Spain) and clothing (Lebanon,
Tunisia and Egypt) sectors.

Who will benefit?

Eco-innovative textile and clothing
entrepreneurs and enterprises
Sector aggregators

Local authorities

Academic and research institutions
Local, national and regional public
sector organizations

Relevant intellectual property
agencies

Expected achievements

400 ideation stage entrepreneurs
trained (at least 50% women and
young people)

Soft-landing voucher scheme of up
to €9,000 granted to 50 early and
growth stage entrepreneurs

1 online Open Innovation platform
developed

Eco-innovation voucher scheme
granted to 20 entrepreneurs to fund
technology, product and service
innovations

3 national policy papers on
sustainable textile and clothing
national roadmaps drafted

Prizes worth €50,000 awarded for
solutions to textile manufacturing
and clothing industry

70 practitioners and policy-makers
engaged in a Virtual Community of
Practice for Intellectual Property
Trademark and patenting voucher
scheme granted to 40 ventures
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Contribution to policy-making

Policy-making is very much integrated in STAND-Up! thanks to a dedicated set of activities. From one side, the project
will work with stakeholders to develop national policy recommendations and sustainable textile and clothing roadmaps
for Lebanon, Egypt and Tunisia, and, from the other side, it will work with public authorities and intellectual property
agencies to facilitate improved IPR to ventures. The commitment of decision makers to use the project's strategic
roadmaps and keep on improving IPR will maintain the shift towards a thriving green startup ecosystem, better skilled
to transition the textile and clothing sectors to an inclusive circular economy.

Acronym:

Full title:

Thematic objective:
Priority:

Countries:

KEY INFORMATION

STAND Up!

Sustainable Textile Action for Networking and Development of circular economy business
ventures in the Mediterranean.
A.1 Business and SMEs development

A.1.1 Start-ups and recently established enterprises
Spain, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia, Italy
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