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My Craft Tells the Story
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Heritage handicrafts tell a story of time and place in Agaba by skilled
Jordanian hands.
Choose a piece with your favorite story and let's tell it together for everyone.

Quality Handmade Products % dagall dulle dugn Alaiia
By Jordanian Women Ol
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My Craft Tells the Story project
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The project is implemented by JOHUD Al-Ayadi, which is a program related to the
Jordanian Hashemite Fund for Human Development in Agaba, it is funded and
supported by the Cultural Routes for Sustainable Social and Economic
Development in the Mediterranean (Crossdev) project, which is implemented in
Jordan by The Royal Marine Conservation Society of Jordan (JREDS) and funded by
the European Union through the ENI CBC MED Programme. The project aims to
support the small-business projects, Also it seeks to find new tourism products, by
working with partners and owners of small and medium enterprises in the

participating countries.
#ENICBCMedProgramme #GOMED
#GOCROSSDEV #TRAVELTOMORROW
#sustainabletourism #sustainabledevelopment
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This booklet reviews the most important produced handicrafts and their relationship
to the historical places in Aqaba and how it was documented.
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Project Idea

The idea of the project was to revive and produce the handicrafts inspired by the heritage and

history of Agaba. Aqaba has witnessed various historical eras, and it is characterized by marine
heritage mixed with Bedouin heritage. The area is completely different from the other Jordanian
regions because of the marine environment which contains different unique types of coral and
incredible marine creatures. Therefore, we have concentrated on handcrafts that tell beautiful
heritage stories, historical moments and historical places, in addition to showing the beauties of
the marine environment by training a group of women and craftsmen to produce handicrafts
related to Agaba’s distinctive heritage and holding art exhibitions specialized in heritage. These
handicrafts are inspired by Aqgaba history and testify the civilization of its community. These
handicrafts will allow Agaba visitors to know the stories behind it and take information about

the city and its historical sites.
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Our Crafts Tell A Story

Tourism sewing:

From colored threads, buttons, beads, and traditional cloth, and through embroidery and
patchwork, we were able to weave the stories of Agaba and its history through pendants,
shopping bags, traditional clothes and household supplies.
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Made of resin, acrylic colors, a few small wooden boards

and silicone molds and from our skill in drawing, we ‘_l_}
were able to convey the beauty of Aqaba through the %
beautiful resin products of magnets, coasters, bookmarks 'i‘fm C{.‘,qﬁ!’ 3

and accessories.
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The craft of Fimo clay: % ‘ ’

From the hot clay dough, we made the most beautiful shapes.

We made the seagull, castles, and the beach using colors and >
-—TT T
the artist’s feather. We made accessories through silicon W™y v~ 7
. . . ‘L{glﬂ:.t{'
molds and hand-forming after placing them in the oven i o

to come out with the most beautiful shapes of cups, coffee

cups, medals, accessories, and paintings. I
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Handicrafts Associated With Agaba Castle
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Agaba Castle was built as a Crusader Fortress and was largely
rebuilt by the Mamluk in the 14th century. There is an Arabic
text in the inscription script carved in the first aisle of the castle,
signed by the name of the Mamluk Sultan Qanswa al-Ghuri
(1501-1516) .
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A model representing the castle built from thermal clay and the name of
Sultan Qanswa Al-Ghouri embroidered on a pillow.
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The Sharif Hussein bin Ali House was built in Agqaba in 1917 in the style of Hijazi
houses, and it is located next to the historic Agaba Castle.
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Drawing and patching using cloth representing the image
of the Sharif, the history and flag of the Great Arab Revolt,
and the Sharif's house.
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Part of the wonderful marine life in the Gulf of Agaba (Fish,

Coral, and Turtles).
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Handicrafts present the lifestyle of fishermen, their clothes, and their boats.
These handicrafts are usually produced from stitching, resin, hot clay, and some sea sand and shell.
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The Islamic City of Ayla
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Agaba was called Ayla in the Islamic era, and the city was surrounded by twenty-four
towers and had four gates: The Northern Gate is the gate of Egypt, the Eastern Gate is the
Damascus Gate, the Hejaz gate in the south, and the western gate is its seaport.
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The handicrafts that represented The Islamic City of Ayla were

in the Form of cloth hangings
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Tell Al- Khalifa

The site of Tell Al-Khalifa is located at the head of the Gulf of Aqaba from the north. It dates to
the tenth century BC; and located inside Ayla Oasis project, it was used by the Edomite's as a

fortress to maintain their commercial activity. Many inscriptions, relics and seals were found
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Umm Al-bayarah Seal

It is a seal impression on grey clay, containing three digits where the middle digit is a drawing of
a winged lion moving towards the right. The first digit is an inscription (Gebra bow) and the last
is (the King of Edom). It is the only seal that bears a royal stamp in the region during the Iron Ages.
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Handicrafts representing the Edomite period
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KING OF EDOM
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The seal of the winged lion was re-designed, and the name
of the King of Edom was printed on it, and modern pieces
were made of it, in addition to a re-design of the cloaks that
were part of the Edomite's’ clothing.
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"This booklet has been produced with the financial assistance of the European Union under
the ENI CBC Mediterranean Sea Basin Programme. The contents of this document are the
sole responsibility of the Royal Marine Conservation Society of Jordan (JREDS) and
JOHUD Al-Ayadi and it cannot be regarded under any circumstances as reflecting the

position of the European Union or the program management structures".




Contact Us lisa Jnlgill

Our Location

A_dAa
JOHUD

A

[T PN TR T P S e
Tran Jewchurian Hasharrite Rasetfor P Devalegrunt

JOHUD Al-Ayadi Princess Basma Community Development Center
Aqaba - Jordan P.O.Box 1930, Agaba

Mob +962 79 842 2860 Tell: +962 3 201 2041

Ayadi@johud.org.jo Email: agaba@johud.org.jo
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