LEBANON

Pilot Area 7: Tyre Coast Nature Reserve
various seabirds & aquatic plants and various species of fish. It is
also a nesting site for the endangered Loggerhead and green sea
Turtle and the shelter of the Arabian spiny mouse and many other
important creatures.
TCNR is considered rare of its kind in Lebanon and subsequently
has a great natural heritage value and was created in 1998 by
Law No. 708. Also, it is a wetland of international significance,
designated as a Ramsar site and listed as a UNESCO-World
Heritage site.

Partner Involved:

Local actors and stakeholders to be involved:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local public authority
Infrastructure and (public) service provider
Interest groups including NGOs
Higher education and research
National public authority
International Organisation, EEIG
Sectoral agency
SME
General Public
Education/training centre and school

Main objectives of the pilot
The aim of this Pilot Area is to develop a
sustainable tourism Action Plan, in collaboration
with all beneficiaries and stakeholders. The Action
Plan will introduce specific measures to protect
the valuable and sensitive ecosystems in the area
against hazardous accidents such as Oil Spill.

MORE INFORMATION:

www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/co-evolve4bg

Located at the southern coast of Lebanon, 84 km south of Beirut,
Tyre Coast Nature Reserve (TCNR) is the seventh Pilot Area of
Co-Evolve4BG project. It expands over 3,8 km².
It is recognized by its most beautiful and largest last remaining
sandy beach in Lebanon. The reserve is characterized also by the
presence of the heritage site “Ras El Ain” which include natural
sources of potable water. This historical pond was known since
the Phoenician days for being the main source of irrigation and
drinking water for Tyre.
The reserve is divided into three sections. The first is for tourists
and entertainment, while respecting environmental rules. This
section is subject to high touristic pressure. The second one is
for vegetal cultivation not harmful to the environment and its
resources. The third one, formally prohibited to the public, is used
for scientific research and the preservation of natural living and
endangered species.
In fact, besides its cultural importance, TCNR is also known
for hosting a mosaic of coastal habitats within a diversity of
ecosystems including a wide variety of flora and fauna species
that play an important ecological role such as shrimps, sea locust,
frogs, albatross, mussels, spongiferes, jelly-fishes, sea urchins,

Unfortunately, today, TCNR coastline is facing the strongest
marine ecological disaster since the 2006 oil spill as a recent oil
leak has occurred. It has spread mostly on the southern shores
of Lebanon, reaching the shores of Beirut the capital (Ramlet Al
Bayda). Marine and coastal wildlife have been harmed by the
offshore oil leak.
The unique ecosystem of Tyre Coast Nature Reserve has been
damaged. The groundwater source of Ras El Ain has been
contaminated. The beaches of the area have been affected. To
summarize, this is considered as one of the worst oil spills in
Lebanon history. It could take many years to fully clear it up.
In collaboration with the governmental organizations and
non-governmental institutions, an action plan will be developed
to address this disaster. Stakeholders and Local Actors will be
involved at early stage, in the action plan development, in order
to motivate and encourage them to participate in the process of
preserving the marine and land resources in TCNR.

