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This project has received funding from the 2014-2020 ENI CBC Mediterranean Sea Basin
Program, the Cross-Border Cooperation (CBC) initiative implemented by the European
Union (EU) under the European Neighborhood Instrument (ENI).

Themati
c
objectiv
e:

Priority:

Duration:

Countries:

Budget:

ENI contribution

A.2 Support to education, research, technological development &
innovation

A.2.2 SMEs access to research and innovation

September 15,2019 - August 318t, 2022 (36 months)

Greece, Italy, Tunisia, Palestine, Jordan

€3.199.096,35

amount: €2.879.186,72
Website: http://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/INNOMED-UP
Disclaimer: The information in this document is provided ‘as is’, and no

guarantee or warranty is given that the information is fit for any
particular purpose. The content of this document reflects only the
author’s view

- the European Commission (EC) is not responsible for any use that
may be made of the information it contains. The users use the
information at their sole risk and liability.
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Introductory note

INNOMED-UP project "Promoting UPcycling in Circular Economy through
INNovation and education for creative industries in MEDIterranean cities",
aims at a strategy for the revitalization of Mediterranean cities, exploiting
productive creative networks and connecting them to modern circular
economy practices. The project was funded by the European Union under
the ENI CBC MED program with a budget of 3.1 million euros and it is
implemented in five countries and seven Mediterranean cities: Athensiin
Greece, Pratoand Palermoinltaly, the city of Tunisin Tunisia, Hebronand
Nablus in Palestine, Irbid in Jordan. The project’s lead partner is the National
Technical University of Athens (NTUA).

INNOMED-UP partnership is made up of:

(a) two universities (NTUA & BIRZEIT from Palestine) contributing to urban
planning, the geography of cultural creative industries and the new
technologies

(b) two municipalities (Prato & Tunis) shaping policies and practices for urban
revitalization and the urban environment in the context of circular economy,

(c) anexpertincirculareconomy applicationsandthe developmentofnew
models of cooperation, the EPEM,

(d) two non-governmental organizations (CRESM and Future Pioneers)
facilitating community engagement, the inclusion of vulnerable and
marginalized groups, as well as the training of communities.

INNOMED-UP is revolving around how cross-border cooperation between
the South and the North of the Mediterranean could work as a mutual cross-
border benefit. On the one hand in the North through the adoption of
advanced waste management technologies and policies and on the other
hand in the South by strengthening cooperative networks.

In the era of digital and green transition, Mediterranean cities are facing
seriousissuesinterms of waste management, which requiresimmediate and
effective management actions. Therefore, INNOMED-UP introduces a new
approach combining creativity and the circular economy. Particularly it also
proposes implementing their combination to local societies and economies,
attempting to limit negative impacts such as environmental degradation,
increased tourism, deindustrialization, and social inequalities, to ensure the
sustainability of Mediterraneancities.

The main goal of INNOMED-UP is to create and/or strengthen cooperation
networks (clustering) in each city. To this end, interactive workshops and
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social and urban circularity workshops were organized in each city with the
participation of professionals, stakeholders and experts, in order to
formulate a specialized strategy and create cooperation networks. For the
same purpose, each partner also created a Memorandum of Understanding
with the concerned local authorities and professional associations. Training
programs for small businesses have been implemented in each city in order
to enhance SMESs' access to innovation, particularly in circular product
design, use of new materials, recovery and reuse methodology of materials
or objects, etc.

The Guide for access to financial tools is an important output of
the INNOMED-UP project and its purpose would be twofold: first to
navigate Cultural Creative Industries Small Medium Enterprises (CCI
SMEs) who innovate in the Circular Economy and second to offer
guidance to business organizations or chambers who, in turn, want to offer
mentorship programs for SMEs to access finance.

This document attempts to collect and synthesize the information collected
during the implementation period of INNOMED-UP ensuring the
sustainability of the projectresults afterthe end ofthe project. So, theinitial
thoughtwas to collectinformation about the available financing tools that
CCI SMEs could access (National/Mediterranean/European/International
funding opportunities).

The data collected and presented in this Guide comes from:

- the Info Points in Amman and Palermo (https://www.enicbcmed.eu/2-
innomed-info-points-boost-circular-economy-mediterranean-cities)

- the national surveys per country regarding available funding
- other transnational European, Arab funding opportunities

| hope that this Guide can be useful in formulating further policy
recommendations in the future, as well as it will open some prospects for
innovative ways of financing SMEs.

Athens, May 2023
Sofia AVGERINOU KOLONIAS
Emeritus Professor of NTUA

INNOMED-UP Project Coordinator
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1- About INNOMED-UP

The INNOMED-UP project (Promoting Upcycling in Circular Economy through
Innovation and education for creative industries in Mediterranean cities)
aims to tackle the production of waste in Mediterranean Cities by helping
themadopt Circular Economy (CE) solutions. Inorder todo so, the cities need
to create a resilient ecosystem that can give rise to new cooperative
networks among SMEs, CCls and other actors that can contribute to the
circularity of the urban environment. These include R&D centers, public
institutions, NGOs, people, etc that can collectively develop innovative
business modelsthat reintroduce waste as a part of the value chain.

The INNOMED-UP project has been approved under the Thematic Objective
A.2 - Support to education, research, technological development and
innovation, Priority A.2.2 - Support SMEs in accessing research and
innovation. The main objective of the projectisto define a strategy for the
Mediterranean cities, where SMEs in the cultural and creative sectors create
circular economy clusters locally and participate at cross border innovation
networks thus promoting urban and social inclusion.

INNOMED-UP aims to develop a holistic strategy for the Mediterranean
where Urban Circular Economy principles will be widely applied in CCI SMEs
through clustering, better technological absorption & innovative knowledge
transfer. Through its specific objectives, the project aims to make a move
towards inclusive economic growth through strengthening the
competitiveness of existing value chains & promoting the attraction of
investments & the creation of job opportunities.

2- About this guide:

The present guidelines have been developed by Birzeit University (BZU),
Palestinian Authority within WP6 of the INNOMED-UP project. The guide has
beendesigned and developed depending onasurvey and research thatwere
conducted in each city in corporation with partners of each target city
participating in the project, (Promoting UPcycling in Circular Economy
through INNovation and education for creative industries in MEDiterranean
cities), financed underthe ENICBC MED 2014-2020 program. ENICBC MED
aims to foster fair, equitable and sustainable economic, social and territorial
development, which may advance cross-border integration and valorize
participating countries’territories and values. Itidentifies two overarching
objectives:
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A - Promote economic and social development.
B - Address common challenges in the environment.

The Guide for access to financial tools for CCl SMEs who want to innovate in
the CE, has been published digitally and in a printed version.

It'suploaded onthe digital platform andits purposeis twofold:
1-Toguide CCISMEswhoinnovateinthe CircularEconomy

2- To offer guidance to stakeholders and supporting organizations who want
to offer mentorship programs for SMEs to access finance.

The guide will ensure the sustainability of the project's results after the
project ends, information was collected about all the available financing
tools that CCl SMEs could access
(National/Mediterranean/European/International funding opportunities).

The design:

During the design and development journey of the guide, Birzeit University
togetherwith NTUAteams drafted and distributed a survey questionnaire
andaproposedtemplate forall partner citiesin orderto study, analyze and
understand the opportunities that would enable CCI SMEs in participating
countriesto have accesstofinancial, technicaland management support
tools.

Major conclusions:

Focusing on the countries (cities) this guide targets, it was found that
generally awareness of this sector is found in all the cities, however it varies
from city to another and from country to another. For example, while it is
very wellidentified in Greece and noticed locally and governmentally it is not
perceived in Tunisia by the government!

Through the review of all survey analyses, it was found that CCl plays a great
roleinreflecting aspects ofthe countries culture and heritage especially in
the centers of the cities, presenting certain types of handicrafts and
products.

Also, many obstacles and challenges face this sector. Some of these
difficulties are general in all cities and some are not. Capacity building,
marketing and facilitating exporting are very critical. Moreover, a very
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importantcomponentofthe study isitsreview ofthe legal status and how it
relates to the related industry.

The study reflected many reasons why CCI SMEs face difficultiesinaccessto
funding such as absence of national and regional CCl strategies, the lack of
funding programs, the absence of needed information and the changing of
the selection criteria.

The research found that forty-five programs / organizations support SMEs
and CCI SMEsin alltargeted countries, with five in Palestinian territories,
threein Jordan, fifteenin Tunisia, sevenin Greece andfifteeninltaly.

However, many programs (especially in Palestinian territories) had
cometo an end or almost with no updating ones in the horizon.

Finally, thisguide highlights some critical fields and interventionsthathelp
CCI SMEs and supports them to sustain and develop. Financing the CCI SMEs
should target several aspects like Awareness raising, training on technical,
managerial, product development skills, access to international markets and
clustering etc.

3- Who can benefit from the guideline?

3.1. What is CCI/SME?

According to a study created by Earnest & Young (EY), published Dec. 2015
“Cultural times: The first global map of cultural and creative industries
December 2015, page 11” published on the UNESCO website:

UNESCO! defines cultural and creative industries as activities “whose
principal purpose is production or reproduction, promotion, distribution or
commercialization of goods, services and activities of a cultural, artistic or
heritage-related nature.”

While with refereeingto “Trade facilitation and SMEs itinerary” published
on UNECE.ORG website, “Trade Facilitation Implementation Guide™?,
“the definition of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SME) varies
across countries and organizations. The most commonly used
denominator for a definition is the number of employees, followed by
turnoverand assets.

A majority of governments, namely middle income and high-income
economies, the OECD andthe IMF, define a SME as an enterprise employing
up to 249 persons. They further divide the category into micro (1-9

L UNISCO-The first global map of cultural and creative industries December 2015. Page 11.

2 Trade Facilitation Implementation Guide — Definition of SME, page2 (Step1).
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employees), small (10-49 employees) and medium (50-249 employees)
enterprises. Lower income economies more frequently use 50 or 100
employees as a threshold for defining an SME.

Annual turnover may also be used to define an SME, with the turnover
threshold for SMEs ranging between US$ 50 million to70 million in high-
income economies, and between US$ 1 million and 5 million US$in lower
income developing countries.

In 2014, there were about 162.8 million formal Micro, Small and Medium-
Sized Enterprises (MSMESs), employing more than 508 million employees,
according to one global data set covering 155.The number of SMEs varies
significantly acrossregions.

3.2. Domains and Sectors

Culturaland creative sectorsinclude all sectors whose activities are based on
cultural values, or other artistic individual or collective creative expressions.
They are important for ensuring the continued development of societies and
are atthe heart of the creative economy. Knowledge-intensive and based on
individual creativity and talent, they generate considerable economic wealth
and are criticaltoashared sense of Europeanidentity, culture and values.
They showabove-average growth and create jobs—particularly foryoung
people —while strengthening social cohesion.

A Study prepared for the European Commission (Directorate-General for
Education and Culture) October 2006 by KEA, the pioneer study “The
economy of culturein Europe”®(KEA 2006) provides athoroughassessment
of the Cultural & Creative sectors in Europe, including a definition of
corresponding sectors and activities, as in the Table 1 below:

3European Commission (Directorate-General for Education and Culture), Oct.2006,The
economy of culture in Europe
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DOMAIN

Architectur
e

SECTOR

SUB-SECTORS-ACTIVITIES

1. Architectural services, Landscape
architectural services

2. Engineering services.

3. Other scientific and technical consulting
services.

Design

Fashio
n
design

i.e., a portion of companies whose main activities
are classified as retail, wholesale and agencies of
textiles and clothing and footwear, manufacture of
textiles, apparel, and footwear manufacture and
design of printing plates, and design and design
consultancy services.

Graphi

design

I.e., a portion of companies whose main activities are
classified as: printing and ancillary services related to
it, architectural activities, artistic creation and
graphic design and advertising services

Interio
r
design

I.e., any major or subsidiary business of the company
concerned with the design and construction of the
interior and decoration of buildings.

Produ
ct
design

I.e., a portion of companies whose main activities are
classified as other business activities and services and
artistic creation
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Visual arts

Crafts

Ranges in most categories in manufacturing and
retail.

Can only be captured in individual firms’ trade
descriptions including “crafts” “hand made products”
etc.

Examples (source:http://www.visual-arts-
cork.com/crafts-history-types.htm):

Textiles: Appliqueé, Crocheting, Embroidery, Felt-
making, Knitting, Lace-making, Macramé, Quilting,
Tapestry art, Weaving.

Woodcraft: Wood-carving, Wood-turning, Cabinet
making, Furniture making, lacquerware.

Papercraft: Paper Modeling, Collage, Decoupage,
Origami paper folding, Papier-machée.

Pottery and Glass Crafts: Ceramics (earthenware,
stoneware, porcelain), Mosaic Art, Glass
Beadmaking, Glass Blowing, Glass Etching, (see
Stained Glass Art Materials/Methods).

Jewelry: Includes metalwork involving processes like
embossing, repoussé work, engraving, enameling
(types include champlevé, basse taille, cloisonné,
plique-a-jour), granulationandfiligree decoration.

Other Examples of Craftwork

Basket weaving, Beer-making, Book-binding, Doll-
making, Enameling, Floral Design, Ikebana, Jewelry-
making, Knife-making (cutler), Leatherwork,
Metalwork, Model-making, Tattoo Designing, Toy-
making.
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A portion of companies whose main activities are

Paintings | classified as retail in specialized and non-
specialized stores, renting their own property (e.g.
for exhibitions) creation of arts and operation of
arts facilities and museums.
Idem as for paintings.
Sculpture
Photograph | Commercial and consumer photograph production,
y
Photography for commercials, publishers, fashion,
real estate or tourism purposes and news and photo
agencies
I.e. a portion of companies whose main activities
_ Theatre are classified as artistic and literary creation and
Performin interpretation
g Arts
Dance Idem as for theatre.
Circus Any commercial activity that is based on presenting

entertaining shows, moving between different places
and cities, andtakingthetentasaplacetoshowit. It
includes clowns, jugglers, animaltrainers, etc...
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Film

e Production (including the production of

commercials, activities of studios)
_ an Distribution
d video ¢ Exhibition
¢ Video sale through and rental
e These companies include film production,
Audiovisua distribution_ and exhibition plus sales and
| rentals of videos and DVDs
Radio e Production of radio and television programs
an whether or not combined with the
d broadcasting
Television o Cable and satellite distribution of TV —
programs
Software Development, production, supply and
publishi documentation of ready-made (non-customized)
ng software including games
includin
g games
Advertising Operations of advertising agencies and services
¢ Creation and interpretation Publishing
_ revenues, Production activities,
Music Distribution activities.
¢ Wholesale andretail Performancerights.
Books e Publishing of books, magazines,
And newspapers and wholesale of books,
Press Retail of magazines and newspapers and

books.
o Mail order retail of books.
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3.3. What is CE?

According to an article published on the Ellen Macarthur Foundation, “The
circular economy in detail- Deep dive”, # A circular economy is based on the
principles of designing out waste and pollution, keeping products and
materials in use, and regenerating natural systems.

The circular economy is based on three principles, driven by design:
« Eliminate waste andpollution

» Circulate products and materials (at their highest value)

» Regenerate nature.

Since the resources of our planet are limited, we are committed to
establishing the circular economy as a sustainable, future oriented concept
in the industry.

It is underpinned by a transition to renewable energy (Energy derived
from resources that are not depleted on timescales relevant to the
economy, i.e. not geological timescales) and materials. A circular
economy decouples economic activity from the consumption of finite
resources. It is a resilient system that is good for business, people and
the environment.

So as a definition: “The circular economy is a systems solution
framework that tackles global challenges like climate change,
biodiversity loss, waste, and pollution”.

A brief overview of circular economy principles:
1-Elimination of waste and pollution.

Currently, our economy works in a “take-make-waste system”. We take raw
materials fromthe Earth, we make products fromthem, and eventually we
throw them away as waste. Much of this waste ends up in landfills or
incinerators andislost. This system cannotwork inthe longterm because
the resources on our planet are finite.

For many market products, there is no onward path after they are used. Take
a crisp packet, for example. These multi-material flexible plastic packages
cannot be reused, recycled or composted, so end up as waste. For products
like these, waste is builtin. They are designed to be disposable.

4 An article published on the Ellen Macarthur Foundation, “The circular economy in detail-
Deep dive”
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Thereisnowasteinnature;itisaconceptwe havetointroduce. Fromtiny,
short-lived products, like crisp packets, to seemingly permanent structures
like buildings and roads, the economy is filled with things that have been
designed without asking: What happens to this at the end of its life?

We cantreatwaste asadesignflaw. Inacirculareconomy, aspecification
forany designisthatthe materialsre-enterthe economy atthe end of their
use.Bydoingthis, wetakethelineartake-make-waste systemand makeit
circular.

products could be circulated by being maintained, shared, reused, repaired,
refurbished, remanufactured, and recycled. Food and other biological
materials that are safe to return to nature can regenerate the land, fueling
the production of new food and materials.

2-The second principle of the circular economy is to circulate
products and materials at their highest value.

Thismeanskeeping materialsinuse, eitheras a productor, whenthatcan
no longer be used, as components or raw materials. This way, nothing
becomes waste and the intrinsic value of products and materials are
retained.

There are a number of ways products and materials can be kept in
circulation and it is helpful to think about two fundamental cycles:

- The technical cycle: (The processes that products and materials
flow through in order to maintain their highest possible value at all
times. Materials suitable for these processes are those that are not
consumed during use - such as metals, plastics and wood).

- The biological cycle: (The processes - such as composting and
anaerobic digestion - that together help to regenerate natural capital.
The only materials suitable for these processes are those that can be
safely returned to the biosphere.).

In the technical cycle, products are reused, repaired, remanufactured, and
recycled. In the biological cycle, biodegradable materials are returned to the
earththrough processes like composting and anaerobic digestion.

3-The third principle of the circular economy is to regenerate nature.

By moving from a take-make-waste linear economy to a circular economy,
we support natural processes and leave more room for nature to thrive.
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By shifting our economy from linear to circular, we shift the focus from
extraction to regeneration. Instead of continuously degrading nature, we
build natural capital. We employ farming practices that allow nature to
rebuild soils and increase biodiversity, and return biological materials to the
earth. Currently, most of these materials are lost after use and the land used
to grow them is depleted of nutrients.

By movingto aregenerative model, we begin to emulate natural systems.
Thereisnowasteinnature. Whenaleaffallsfromatreeitfeedsthe forest.
Forbillions of years, natural systems have regenerated themselves and what
we call waste is a human invention.

Adopting circular economy would benefit natural ecosystems by several
means such as:

1- Keeping products and materials in use, less land is required for sourcing
virgin raw materials, e.g. from mines. If we gradually decouple economic
activity from material extraction by keeping materials in circulation after use,
more and more land can be returnedto nature and rewilding can happen.

In a circular economy, land dedicated to material sourcing will increasingly
be focused on renewable resources, grown in a regenerative way, rather
than the extraction of finite materials, which will increasingly remain in
circulation. All this will be underpinned by a transition to 100% renewable
energy, produced using infrastructure designed for reuse, repair,
remanufacture, and recycling.

2- Tackling climate change, transitioning to renewable energy alone will only
tackle 55% of global greenhouse gas emissions. The rest come from the way
we make and use products and food, and manage land —thisis where the
circular economy comes in. The economic, health, and environmental
benefitsofacirculareconomyforfoodalonewouldbeworthUSD2.7trillion
ayear by 2050. By adopting circulareconomy principles, the food industry
could halve its projected greenhouse gas emissions in 2050.
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RENEWABLES A FINITE MATERIALS
RENEWABLES FLOW MANAGEMENT STOCK MANAGEMENT

MINIMISE SYSTEMATIC ELLEN MACARTHUR
LEAKAGE AND NEGATIVE

3.4. What is Innovation?

According to Michael Boyles, March 2022, INNOVATION IN BUSINESS: WHAT
ITIS&WHY IT'SSOIMPORTANT, Harvard Business School detentioninthe
business environment:

‘Innovation is a product, service, business model, or strategy that's both
novel and useful”.®

There are two types of innovations, Sustaining and Disruptive innovation.

A simple, however, good tool to encourage innovation is
design thinking to implement Four Phases of Innovation; Clarify,
Ideate, Develop and Implement.

“Innovations don't have to be major breakthroughs in technology or
new business models; they can be as simple as upgrades to a
company's customer service or features added to an existing product”
According to Harvard Business school.

4- How to use the guideline?

The guide is designed to give a brief preview about CCls and funding programs
depending on city basis. Mainly users are advised to follow the instructions to best
benefit from thisguide.

*INNOVATION IN BUSINESS: WHAT IT IS & WHY IT'S SO IMPORTANT
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1-Readsections 1through5to getadeep understanding ofthe INOMEDUP program
and to clearly understand what is meant and adapted for this guide by the acronyms
of CE, CCls & SMEs. Inadditionto getting introduced to the domains and sectors this
guide focuseson.

2-The guide is formulated to display recent and future financial tools programs
targeting CCI SMEs specifically, and may target other SMEs as well.

This formulation was designed to display and list programs according to city SMEs
located in. However, this does not mean that other cities' SMEs cannot benefit from
mentioned programs but this must be referred to through the programs.

3-From the table of contents, search for your city, then industry.

A list of current and future programs is listed showing a brief introduction of the
programwith alinkto lead users directly to the website (or social mediaaccount)
of the program.

4-Reachingthe officialwebsite / accountofthe programusersare advisedtoread
and follow instructions mentioned there.

5- This guide also took into consideration the differences between the cities'
sequences since every country has its own sequence displaying, and executing
programs. For this the guide has different programs lists and information about
programs depending on each sequence.

5- Supporting organizations:

5.1. Definition of stakeholder/ supporting organization

A supporting organization is an organization that gives help for others
(individuals and \ or entities) to solve or overcome a problem.

According to Cambridge Dictionary®, Stakeholder : “A person such as
an employee, customer, or citizen who is involved with an organization,
society, etc. and therefore has responsibilities towards it and an
interest in its success”.

Stakeholderis having aninterestin an ecosystemserviceifithas one ormore
of the following relationships with it: produce, use, regulate, research or
monitor.

6 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stakeholder
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5.2. Access to finance guiding list:

As mentioned previously in section (4.) - How to use the guideline? Users are
encouragedtofollowthe contenttable, searchforthe name ofthe cityandlook for
the program(s) that meet their needs as per city or as per industry (for Arab
countries and as per program for European countries). A brief overview of
every and each programisincludedinthelists beside the program name, details
andlink.

5.3 The Guide:
5.3.1. Palestinian Authority

Brief Conclusions:
- General knowledge of CClI SMEs environment:

The Cultural and Creative Industry in Occupied Palestine has good awareness by
most sectors specially between the governmental sector, NGO’S and municipalities
which are closely linked to the workshops and productions of CClindustry.

The CClindustry plays an important role in presenting the history and culture of
Palestinian people and it is a critical part of the local and international tourism
sector especially because itis a major site for religious pilgrimage.

- CCl SMEs Contributions:

Many years ago, CCI contributed to the regional economy by presenting different
varieties of different industries in the area including embroidery, mosaics,
handmade jewelers, soap and many others. But nowadays, it's hard to measure the
real contribution of CCl products in daily life since many Palestinian products are
exported and marketed as Israeli-made.

Moreover, after the political and industrial challenges, the industry was greatly
affected bythereductioninthe number oftourists which forcedrelated shopslike
souvenirs to shut down and lay off workers.

Through the review of the survey answers and interviews, its apparently that recent
economic conditions andlowtourisminwestbank made the sectorindangerous
decline, many handcrafts such as olive wood carving, embroidery, olive oil soap,
ceramics and other sectors are facing many obstacles in marketing their products
locally and abroad since there is many cracks in the contributions and regulations.
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CCI SMEs financing:

The study draws conclusions aboutthe main reasons that CCl SMEs face difficulties
in access to funding, most important components of which are related to the
absence of national and regional CClI strategies, the lack of funding programs, the
absence of needed information and the changing of the selection criteria.

For that, much support needs to be done by the authorized organizations to rescue
this industry and attract the future generations to care about CCl such as: adopting
creative and new business ideas, increasing quality, meeting international
standards, improving exhibitions and marketing strategies and finally legislation
laws which supportcollaborations.

Moreover, itis a huge need that the ministries, chambers of commerce, NGOs and
private sector play an active role in supporting CClI by funding the expenses,
developing modern forms of production, packaging and presentations, and
supporting business owners to participate in local or international exhibitions by
covering costs andfacilitations.
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Per industry

Domain | Sector Country | Organization | Support Contacts
Economic Works on 3| West bank,| Revenue The project aims to enhance economic http://www.grow.ps/
empowermen | components: Palestine | generation project | empowerment and increase prosperity for
t, social and | 1- addressing the for women and| low-income women and youth in the West
economic various youth in the West | Bank. The project focuses on reducing
spheres, socioeconomic Bank barriers  that hinder women in
agribusiness | and sociocultural (GROW): entrepreneurship, enhancing opportunities
subsector barriers faced by undertaken  with | for women entrepreneurs to establish or
women and the financial| develop sustainable business projects, and
female  youth support of the|enhancing opportunites for  young
reference to Government  of | entrepreneurs to support Adoption of
their economic Canada, and in | renewable energy in olive oil and agro-food
participation and cooperation with | processing value chains
prosperity the Ministry of
2- technical, National Economy
business  and
managerial

capacitybuilding
3-supportingthe
adoption of
renewable
energy

16|Page



http://www.grow.ps/

Palestinian
startups,
SMEs and
entrepreneu
rs from west
bank and
Gaza

The aim is to
improve
economic
opportunities
for individuals
andfirmsinthe
West Bankand
the Gaza Strip
by improving
market
linkages,
developing
dynamic
startup finance
ecosystem and
automation of
business
registration

West bank,
Palestine

The Innovative
Private  Sector
Development
(IPSD):

Ministry of
National Economy
project funded by
the World Bank
and implemented
by DAI

Developing
ecosystem
technologically
projects.

the  entrepreneurship
and expansion of
enabled innovative

https://www.ipsd.ps/

17|Page



https://www.ipsd.ps/

chronic energy
shortages and
high costs of
electricity that

are a
permanent
reality in
Palestine

Development
Organization
(UNIDO) in
partnership with
the Ministry of
National Economy
in Palestine

Industry The project | West bank, | (French scholarship | It develops existing companies’ production
agricultural, | provided Palestine | program) lines in the fields of industry, agriculture,
tourism and | financial grants established by the | tourism and services, and also provides
services to  Palestinian Ministry of | grants
companies existing National Economy Money for emerging companies to help them
g(\)/rgfar:rl]ees We2Itl and the French | 9row andcompete.
bank government
focuses on | Build capacities | West bank, | Moustadama boost competitiveness in the industrial | https:/moustadama.ps/a
small and|for achieving | Palestine | project: The | sector in Palestine through promoting | bout-us
medium- energy Programisfunded | and applying sustainable energy
sized efficiency and by the European | solutions.
industrial use of Union and
enterprises. | renewable implemented by | Prioritizing energy efficiency and
energy to the United | increasing access to energy through
counter  the Nations Industrial | renewable energytechnologies.
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financing to
support and
develop
micro, very
small, small,
medium and
large
enterprises
working in
different
fields.

national
address for
providing
guidance
services,
technical and
administrative
support, and
facilitating
access to
available
sources of
financing.

West bank,
Palestine

Monshati:
in partnershipwith
Palestine monetary

authority,
federation of
Palestinian
chamber of
commerce &

agriculture and the
UNDP

provide support through uniting national
efforts and creating a wide network of
partners in the public and private sectors
interested in developing these
businesses, as they constitute the
backbone andthe largestcomponent of
the Palestinianeconomy.

https://monshati.ps/
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5.3.2 Amman, Jordan

Brief Conclusions:
- General knowledge of CCI SMEs environment:

The enterprises in Jordan are distributed in diversified sectors, mainly commercial and
industrial. Commercial activities include: retail and sale processes in food, drink and tobacco,
followed by shops selling clothing, shoes and leather products, then computer and furniture
shops. Wholesale and retail commerce, and vehicle and motorcycle repairs also constituted a
good percentage. Industrial activities include: food industries, metal industries, non-metal
industries besides furniture, clothing and wood industries.

The Jordanian community in general is aware of the CCls SMEs and their contribution to local
and national products, and to attract tourism, but they are also aware of the different
challenges they arefacing.

- CCl SMEs Contributions:

One of the most important challenges facing the application of Circular Economy (CE) in
Jordanisthelack ofgovernmentalencouragementand supporttoinvestinthe CEfieldand
the lack of commitment of various institutions and establishments to environmental laws that
addressthe conceptof economic circular, especially forimporting products, as Jordanis a
consumer country ingeneral.

However, we should keep in mind that the subject of circular economy is a new issue in Jordan
(both on governmental and SMEs/private sector levels) and the practical experience is still
recent, and researchers' role is absent. SMEs often encounter different types of barriers and
challenges for which they need practical, legal, and of course, financial support.

- CCl SMEs financing:

Financial aspect is one of the big obstacles as SME implements sustainable practices. The
absence of government funding and appropriate legislation has been listed as one of the main
challenges SMEs are facing and particularly to small enterprises. This condition causes
confusion for small and medium-sized businesses and creates difficulties in fulfilling the
necessary requirements. Majority of the available funding sources are lending agencies which
make the SMEs hesitant to take a loan and bear the interest risk.

According to the survey, the most predominant opinion about the reasons that CCls SMEs are
facing difficulties was lack of information, then Lack of regional/local CCl strategy and Lack of
national CCl strategy, Bureaucracy, lack of available funding, many and specific selection
criteria and fewincentives.
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Foremost, lack of knowledge regarding the circular economy benefits plays a critical role. Itis
because of the misguided belief that green standards are expensive. Not to mention, the
absence of the technical ability and technical skills of small and medium enterprises' owners
to determine the required options to serve them in the circular economy system

Inordertoenhance the CCls SMEs accessto funding, there is aneed for strong local networks,
then adopting new business models, adopting new technologies, strong international
networks, and collaborative culture and lastly Spatial Proximity and adopting new productive
technigues.

Inorderto supportthe CCI SMESs, thereis a crucial need to support marketing of products,

local laws and regulations and financing the business idea, supportthe project costs and finally
finding suitable premises and rent.
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Per industry:

beneficiaries as
possible, the
organization has
established
branches in
communities
throughout the
Kingdom, and
employs a team
of loan officers
who spend much
of their time in
the field

NMB
providesitsservicesto
more than 90,000
activeclientsthrougha
net of 34 branches

all over the kingdom

Domain Sector Country | Organization Support Contacts
SMEs Different and | Jordan MicroFundforwomen | MFW serveswomen and community memberswho| www.microfund.org
working in | diverse sectors Jordan’s first and| demonstrate skill, motivation, and an outstanding

different MFW’s largest private not-for- | entrepreneurial spirit, with special emphasis placed

sectors such| beneficiaries profit onsupportingwomenwho lackaccesstotraditional

as food | typically live in shareholding company| financial institutions and their services..

industry, underserved and dedicated to

sewing, remote empowering

carpentry, | communities entrepreneurs, with a

handicrafts | across Jordan; to focus on

and others | reach as many supporting women.
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Different
and diverse
sectors
SMEs
working in
different
sectors such
as food
industry,
sewing,
carpentry,
handicrafts
and others

Different and
diverse sectors

Jordan

National Microfinance
Bank - IstethmariLoan
for sustainable
business

“AJordanian MFIregistered as a private shareholding
company and authorized by

the Central Bank of Jordan to provide financial service
for the targeted segments

according to the best international practices in the
microfinance industry.

https://www.nmb.com.jo/?

=en
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Small and
Micro
businesses
in diverse
sectors

Different and
diverse sectors

We are
considered
specialists in

financing and
supporting small

and micro
projects by
providing
financing

products thatare
compatible with
the provisions of
Islamic Sharia.
We support all
segments of the
community  to
have their own
business

Jordan

Al-Namothejiah  for
Islamic Microfinance

This Companywas establishedin2013asanon-profit
limited liability company owned by the Jordanian
Hashemite Fund for Human Development and was
incorporated under the umbrella of the Central Bank
of Jordan in2018.

https://www.mifm.org.jo/

24|Page



https://www.mifm.org.jo/
https://www.mifm.org.jo/
https://www.mifm.org.jo/
https://www.mifm.org.jo/
https://www.mifm.org.jo/

Per city:

City / Country

Organization

Support

Contacts

Amman/ Jordan

Micro Fund for

Women
Jordan’s first
and largest

private not-for-
profit

shareholding

MFW serves women
and community
members who
demonstrate skill,
motivation, and an
outstanding

entrepreneurial spirit,
with special emphasis
placed on supporting

www.microfund.org

company womenwholackaccess
dedicated to | to traditional financial
empowering institutions and their
entrepreneurs, | services..
withafocuson

supporting

women.

Amman/Jordan National A Jordanian  MFI | https://www.nmb.com.jo/
Microfinance registered as a private | 2g=en
Bank - | shareholding company
Istethmari Loan | and authorized by
for sustainable
business the Central Bank of

Jordan to provide
financial serviceforthe
targeted segments

according to the best
international practices
in the microfinance
industry.

Amman/Jordan Al-Namothejiah | This Company was | https://www.mifm.org.jo/

for Islamic
Microfinance

establishedin2013asa
non-profit limited
liability company
owned by the Jordanian
Hashemite Fund for
Human Development
and was incorporated
under the umbrella of
the Central Bank of
Jordan in2018.
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City /
Country

Organization

Support

Contacts

ordan

MFW  serves women and
community members who
demonstrate skill, motivation, and
an outstanding entrepreneurial
spirit, with special emphasis placed
on supporting women who lack
access to traditional financial
institutions and their services..

rofund.org

ordan

National Microfinance
Bank - Istethmari Loan
for sustainable
business

“A Jordanian MFI registered as a
private shareholding company and
authorized by

the Central Bank of Jordan to
provide financial service for the
targeted segments.

According tothe bestinternational
practices in the microfinance
industry.

ww.nmb.com.jo/?g=en

ordan

Al-Namothejiah ~ for
Islamic Microfinance

This Company was established in
2013 as a non-profit limited liability
company owned by the Jordanian
Hashemite Fund for Human
Development and was incorporated
under the umbrella of the Central
Bank of Jordanin 2018.

ww.mifm.org.jo/
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Info-Points for Consultation of SMEs
Future Pioneers for Empowering Communities (FPEC)

Info-points for consultation of SMEs objectives:

The info-point is a self-contained unit, containing hardware and software that enables
the project stakeholders to easily access the INNOMED-UP project information and
interpretation. The online info-points can be easily accessible either on computers or
on smart phones.

Objectives

Due to COVID-19, the Info-point was established online by Future Pioneers during the
first year for the following objectives:

The info points will operate as consultation offices for the CCI SMEs in order to access
foreigninvestments, such as Europeanfunding, bankloans or otherinitiatives(l. e.
European funding, bank loans, Switchers, The next society, etc.). Yet, it will enhance
community and stakeholders'engagement.

Info-points Establishment Process

The establishment of the info points has been accomplished through the following
stages

A specialized person in websites development was hired to create the needed platform, support
in content creation and uploaded all details within.

CCI SMEs identification: A list of CClI SMEs in Jordan was identified (people and/or
organizations). Information collected included addresses, establishment details,
localities, etc.

Defining foreign investments sources: A list of potential foreign investments sources
has been identified; details were collected and summarized. This data supports the
project stakeholders in defining and finding financing tools

Defining local and private sources: Alist of possible local resources such as Ministry of
Environment, CSRand otherswere collected. Also, we haveidentifiedthe commercials
who arewillingtodonate the produced waste forthese SMEsto facilitate the supply
chain.

Online website creation and development: A separate specific page on FPEC website
hasbeenestablished,thatincludesallthedetailscollectedregarding CCISMEs, foreign
and/or local investments. That will enable targeted and interested people and/ or
organizations to access to information, explore opportunities and the available
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funding resources. The website is readable on smart phones and linked to the project
social media outlets.

Website released: All project materials, publications and related information are
released on the website. The written materials include leaflets, achievements'
brochures, videos, and press releases.

Design and publish of info-graphs about circular economy, which are added to the website

Operation and Outreach

On April 2021, FEPC launched the info-point successfully in two languages, English and
Arabic, to encourage the expansion and reach of the circular economy concept through
innovation and education for creative industries in Mediterranean cities. This platform aims to
acquaint those in charge and workers in SMEs with the available financial opportunities in
order to facilitate their access of these projects. It also aims to demonstrate the importance of
circular economics in enhancing the work mechanisms of SMEs.

The link for the first info-point released can be found here: http://future-
pioneers.org/innomedup/

Jordan’s info-point was highlighted in Jordan’s press release, which can be accessed through
the link below:

http://alrai.com/article/10585638/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%
D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-
%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A9-
%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-
%D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86
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http://alrai.com/article/10585638/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86
http://alrai.com/article/10585638/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA/%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%86%D8%B5%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%BA%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86
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Figure 1: Project Website Page

At a later stage, a physical premises has been launched for the info point in
cooperation and full synergies of the project "EU Support to the implementation of
the National Solid Waste Management Strategy- Informal Sector Integration and
Awareness Raising (ISAR)”, funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) and is co-funded by European Union.

These premises hosted the technical circular economy training for the targeted SMEs
and became well known destination for them. The Info Point will support the SMEs in
adopting circular economy principles within their business through access to
information, networking, funding opportunities, and technical training.

The property contains a small and attractive exhibition for the products that have been fully
shaped by the participants whom benefited from the project training. The linkages that FEPC
has achieved between the training program, products development and the property
establishment is a true success story that will raise the profile of circular economy in Jordan.

The official launching was announced on social-media through the following video indicating
the location and contact information for interested Omnirelevant posts have been published
onthe project social media and the CBC website https://youtu.be/-HDQTy3v6Zc
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03-2022-info_point_products_video_giz2

Figure 2: Info point in Amman

Moreover, the location hosted several awareness workshops and technical training
pieces about waste management and circular economy for other relevant projects
funded by UNDP and GIZ, which became well known destination for the beneficiaries.

So far, the 31 trained SMEs kept vising these premises to get any needed support. Also,
we have exhibited their innovative products there.

These premises became a destination for eco-theater team (37 youth) who are
promoting the concept of waste management through shows and performances. This
team helped in adding new decorations to the place from recycled materials and hosted
several small shows there to attract attention to the place.

We have hosted several training sessions for the boards of 10 CBOs, (almost 30 people)
that interested in developing business in waste management sector and we helped 10
CBOs to get fund through UNDP to establish their own business through recycling and
employing the trained women. We helped 10 NGOs to get a total fund of 450,000 JOD
that was used to establish (8) circular economy projects employing 600 women

Through our partnership with Irbid municipality, it is encouraging its beneficiaries to
visit these premises and benefit from the available knowledge there.
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5.3.3 Tunis, Tunisia

Brief Conclusions:
- General knowledge of CClI SMEs environment:

Most participants via google forms were CCI SMESs, but the participation was very
modest, hence we organized small gatherings and contacted by phone some CCI SME
ecosystem actors, to gather as much information as possible to have a good
representative sample.

Since the majority of collected data was one to one with participants, rather than
throughthe forms, wewere able to getmorein-depth CCl sectorinformation, which
is the basis for this report.

InTunisia, CClis not perceived by the governmentas an economic sector, withthe
exceptionofhandicraftswhichisestimatedtobe 2/3informal. Forthisreason, there
is no unified definition for CClthrough the local ecosystem. For the same reason, there
is also no government data to demonstrate the economic contribution of the CCI
sector, butthere isalot of datarelated to the number of sector actors, and since the
sector definition is not agreed upon, there is an absence of policy and regulatory
legislative support forCCls.

CCISMEsexpressed, during the survey, the weakintellectual property protection, due
to the absence of adequate protection from copyright violation and counterfeiting
regulations. CCI SMEsalsoexpressedthatthere are difficultiesaccessingfinance, due
to financial institutions’ lack of knowledge about CCI potential, also difficulties in
accessing markets and complicated export procedures that target mainly B2B and not
madeforB2C.CCISMEsalsoexpressedtheirlackofmanagementandentrepreneurial
skills.

Afterthe 2011 revolution, the new found freedom of expression paved the way for
new opportunities within CCI, which allowed it to flourish and become more
democratic, presentand grew in terms of opportunities forincome generation and
job creation.

In 2020, the Recovery Fund for Culture was initiated to help CCI SME, who were hit by
COVID-19, to overcome economic difficulties, due to the pandemic and lockdown
measures, through cashdonations.
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- CCl SMEs Contributions:

All survey participants from all sectors agree that Tunisia has a rich and diverse CCI
sector. Most CClI SME believe that the national potential of the sector is
underestimated as an economic opportunity but also as a contributor to urban revival.
The CCl sector in Tunisia, could also benefit from a qualified workforce at competitive
costs, and could also create alternative education and jobs to the rising numbers of
youth school-dropouts.

Allparticipants alsoagree that CClI SMEs inthe Medina of Tunis, have animportant
contributiontothe urbanlandscape, due tothe urbantraditional organization ofthe
Medina, into residential quarters and souk quarters which are dedicated to artisan
workshops. Souks are declining today, with imported Asian products taking over
workshops, as well as small street food shops.

Several otherfactorsimpacted the urban presence of souks, such asthe lack of artisan
products innovation, limited vocational training opportunities and local currency
decline, which further threatens craft workshop sustainability over the years.

In general, the Medina is logistically convenient for artisan workshops, due to the
presence of raw material suppliers, distribution networks as well as vendors and
customers all being geographically centralized within the Medina. This combined with
therichinventory of various know-howandvastnetwork ofworkshopsinsuchclose
proximity makes for a creative products hub. Nevertheless, financing solutions remain
very limited and complicated to obtain.

CCl SMEs financing: (Briefly describe CClI SMEs access to finance, availability,
difficulties, needs etc. - depending on answers for question 6,7,8 & 9)

Accesstofinanceis abarrier for CCI SMEs; most entrepreneurship funds do not perceive
cultural and creative industries as profitable businesses. Recently the crowd funding bill (Law
n°2020-37), was passed on August 6 2020, is a new opportunity for entrepreneurs to access
new sources of funding. This could be animportant opportunity to target support fromthe
active network of diaspora hunting for collaboration opportunities.

Fundingisalsochallenging duetotheimportantsize ofthe informal CClI SME sector; which
make the new "status of the artist” approved by Parliament on July 16 2021, afirst stepin
tackling the informal and fragmented structure of CClI, which leaves many CCIl workers with
no access to social safety nets.
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Supporting organizations:

5..3.3.1. CCI Supporting organization Tunisia

Domain Sector Country [ Organization | Support Contacts
PPP TUN Expertise Patrimoine 3000 www.expertisefrance.fr
enabling France .
Architectur | sor  puilt Funded by EU, Expertise France and the
al heritage heritage Ministry of Culture, part of the
restoratio “TounesWijhetouna” programme which
n and aims to develop Tunisia as a tourist
repurposi destination.
ng
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Tfanen TUN British Council| Aprojecttoimprovetheresilience ofthe | www.tfanen.org
culture sector in Tunisia funded by the
Cultural Cultural EU in collaboration with the ministry of
sector econom culture, implemented by the British
y Council.
Creativ CREATI | TUN UNIDO Funded by EU and Italian development | www.creativetunisia.tn
e VE agency, for entrepreneurship
cluster TUNISIA partnerships of CCl SME’s. and cluster
S initiations.
Cultural PACT TUN UNESCO Funded by the EU in cooperation with | UNESCO Tunisia
policies (Program Tunisian government, aims to support
med’App the redefinition of cultural policy and
ui restructuring ofthe cultural sectorinthe
a context of the new governance
u experienced in Tunisia today.
Secteur
de la
Culture
enTunisi
e)
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Creative Arts and [ TUN Ministry of | Funding and promotion for starting www.culture.gov.tn
industry creative Cultural Affairs | artists, artisans and creative industry
self-
employed
individuals
Digital Digital TUN Tunis Public digital creatives incubator and | (www.facebook.com/TICDCE2
creative creative International | digital heritage coaching, marketing, | 018/?ref=page_internal
industry industry Centre for the | access to market and funding links
Digital Cultural
Economy -
TICDCE
Handicrafts TUN National Office [ Handicrafts sector promotion, | http://www.artisanat.nat.tn/
of  Tunisian | organization of exhibitions in Tunisiaand | en/welcome
Handicraft Handicraft outside
S
ONAT
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http://www.facebook.com/TICDCE2018/?ref=page_internal
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http://www.artisanat.nat.tn/en/welcome
http://www.artisanat.nat.tn/en/welcome

Heritage Heritage | TUN The Heritage [ Management of museums, museum | https://www.tunisiepatrimoin
advocacy &| advocacy Development | shops, market access to creative|e.in
promotion | & and Cultural | industries all over the territory.
promotion Promotion Territorial marketing of tangible and

Agency intangible heritage.

AMVPPC
Cultural Cultural TUN MINASSA Creative industry business coaching| https://www.minassa.co
economy economy incubator and market links for CE SME’s
SME SME TUN AFKAR Incubation and funding for start-ups | afkar.co/

including creative industries

Social TUN LAB’ESS Incubation coaching a funding for social [ www.labess.tn/
entreprene entrepreneurs  including creative
urship industries
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and design

and design

artists, providing space, funding and
improved marketing

Creative Creative | TUN L'ART RUE NGO specializedinurbanrevivalthrough | lartrue.org
and artistic | and artistic artistic installation, youth inclusion
urban urban throughartsandcreativityinthe Medina
revival revival of Tunis.
Handicrafts | handicraft | TUN Shanti Handicraft market access through [ www.shanti.tn
S territorial marketing and better heritage
storytelling. Creates links between
designers and artisans to improve craft
sector resilience and export.
Creative Creative | TUN Mdinti Economic group of artisans and cultural | www.mdinti.org
cultural cultural tourism actors in the media of Tunis,
industries | industries acting as a DMO to improve resilience of
artisan workshops
Arts, crafts | Arts crafts | TUN CollectifCréatif | A collective that supports emerging | collectifcreatif.org/infos
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5.3.4 Athens, Greece

Brief Conclusions:
- General knowledge of CClI SMEs environment:

The CCl community is well-identified at the local and national levels. Particularly in the historic
center of Athens, the networks of jewel makers, clothing industries, designers, and handicrafts
networks are well and historically established.

Athenian urban life has been characterized for decades by handicrafts and CCl networks.
Many residents were employed in such professions, along with occupations related to trade,
public administration, and other services.

Eventoday that Athensis dealing with a massive and pressing - towards other activities - wave
of urban tourism, CCls are thriving in the inner-city center, showing noteworthy sustainability.

- CCl SMEs Contributions:

The SME unions, chambers, trade associations and policymakers operatingin Athens are fully
aware of CCl networks, their obstacles, their needs and potential. They also acknowledge the
weaknesses and threats CClface due tolack of accesstofunding, bureaucracy, external,
competitive environment, and a constantly changing internationaltrading environment.

CCIl SMEs financing:

Despite CClin Athens creating networks and collaborations, they need help accessing finance
for their activities. They can barely fund their business idea development or the project costs
and are far from being able to finance the constantly rising rents.

Usually, the financing of the marketing of their products/services and the very small size of
their enterprises that hold back sound human resource management put at stake their
sustainability.
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Europe Funding

transdisciplinary movementin

the making!

e [tis a bridge between the
world of science and
technology, art and
culture.

e It is about leveraging our
green and digital
challenges to transform
our lives for the better.

e |[tisaninvitationtoaddress
complex societal problems
together through co-
creation.

Program Duration | Description Useful links
Creative Europe 2021-2027 | Creative Europe is the| 1. About the
European Commission's Creative Europe
flagship program to support programme
the culture and audiovisual
sectors. It has a budget of €| 2. CulturEU
2.44 billion, compared and Funding Guide |
invests in actions that Culture and
reinforce cultural diversity and Creativity
respond to the needs and
challenges ofthe culturaland
creative sectors.
New European | 2021-2027 | The New European Bauhausis | About the initiative
Bauhaus a creative and
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https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe/about-the-creative-europe-programme
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/funding/cultureu-funding-guide
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/about/about-initiative_en

Horizon Europe
Cluster 2: “Culture,
creativity and
inclusive society”

2021-2027

Under Horizon Europe, the
European Commission funds
research and innovation
projects for social, economic,
technological and cultural
transformations towards
healthier democracies where
cultural values are protected.

1. Horizon Europe
- Cluster 2:
“Culture
creativity
inclusive

society”

and

2. CORDIS

3. Horizon Europe
— Who should

apply

4. European
Cultural

Heritage  and
the Culturaland
Creative
Industries

WORTH Il

Open

WORTH Partnership Project I
is funded by the COSME
Program of the European
Union. It creates and supports
transnational collaborations
between designers, creative

people, manufacturing
enterprises (SMEs),
crafters/makers and

technology firms looking to
develop design-driven and
innovative products.

INSPIRING
INNOVATION
THROUGH CREATIVE
CONNECTIONS
AROUND EUROPE

40|Page



https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en
https://cordis.europa.eu/
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe-who-should-apply_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe-who-should-apply_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe-who-should-apply_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/horizon-europe-who-should-apply_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society/european-cultural-heritage-and-cultural-and-creative-industries_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/about_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/about_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/about_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/about_en
https://worth-partnership.ec.europa.eu/about_en

European
Innovation Council and
SMESs Executive Agency

(EISMEA)

Open

Ourmissionisto provide high
quality support to European
innovators, researchers,
businesses and consumers.
We aim to reinforce the
European Union’s position as
a global leader in Research
and Innovation, strengthen its
Single Market, open up
opportunities for SMEs and
maintain high standards of
protection for its citizens
towards a more competitive,
digital, greenandinclusive EU.
Established on 1 April 2021,
EISMEA groups together in
one agency all the activities of
the European Innovation
Council (EIC)andthe program
related to smalland medium-
sized enterprises.

Funding
Opportunities
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https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities_en
https://eismea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities_en

Greek funding

Partnership
Agreements
on EU funds
2021-2027

EXNA 2021-
2027

2021-2027

National

The Commission has adopted the
first Partnership Agreement for
the 2021-2027 programming
period for Greece, the first EU
country to submit its strategic
reference document for
deploying more than €21 billion
of investments for its economic,
social and territorial cohesion.
The Partnership Agreement lays
out the strategy and investment
prioritiestobe addressedviathe
Cohesion policy funds and the
European Maritime Fisheriesand
Aquaculture Fund (EMFAF).
These funds will supportkey EU
priorities such as the green and
digital transition and will
contribute to develop a
competitive, innovative and
export-oriented growth model
for the country.

Ta

MNpoypdupyar
aTou EXTIA
2021-2027

Greece 2.0
(National
Recovery &
Resilience
Plan)

2021-2027

National

The National Recovery and
Resilience Plan “Greece 2.0”.
“Greece 2.0” was approved by
ECOFIN on 13 July 2021. The
“Greece 2.0” plan includes 106
investments and 68 reforms,
utilizing investment resources of
31.16billioneuros, ofwhich30,5
billion European funds (18.43
billion eurosingrantsand 12.73
billion euros in loans) will
mobilize a total of 60 billion
euros in investments in the
country overthe nextfive years.
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https://www.espa.gr/el/Pages/programs_21-27.aspx
https://www.espa.gr/el/Pages/programs_21-27.aspx
https://www.espa.gr/el/Pages/programs_21-27.aspx
https://greece20.gov.gr/to-plires-sxedio/
https://greece20.gov.gr/to-plires-sxedio/
https://greece20.gov.gr/to-plires-sxedio/
https://greece20.gov.gr/to-plires-sxedio/
https://greece20.gov.gr/to-plires-sxedio/
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/
https://greece20.gov.gr/proskliseis-xrimatodotisis/

5.3.5.1 Palermo, Italy

Brief Conclusions:

- General knowledge of CClI SMEs environment:

CRESM IN Palermo hosts the Innomed-up InfoPoint for consultation of SMEs which
hasbeen presentedin PalermoonJune 152021 and has beenlaunched on June 16th
2021. Ithas been operating online until October 25th 2021 when it officially started
face-to-face activities.

Itis located in NOZ, a multifunctional space where other services dedicated to SMEs,
in particular in the framework of eco-design, are available. NOZ is a project of CRESM
for promoting the innovative transition of creative local SMEs. Itincludes:

e A traditional woodworkshops.

e Adigital fabrication workshop (with a CNC milling machine, a laser
cutter machine and several 3D printers).

e A pottery workshops.

The Innomed-up InfoPoint for consultation of SMEs completes the NOZ offer for
supporting creative SMEsinthe framework of sustainable and circulareconomy.

The analysis of the collected data from SMEs and funding agencies show that the
majority ofinterviews have good knowledge aboutthe CCISMEsinItaly. Theyare even
aware of organizations and networks and funding agencies that deal with and support
these SMEs which is a good sign.

- CCl SMEs Contributions:

Onthe other hand, people in general believe in the added value and contribution of these
SMEstothe local and national product to different degrees. They also believe inthe same way
of their contribution to the urban daily life

CCI SMEs financing:

Majority of people in Palermo believe that there is adequate access for CCI SMEs for the
different financing tools.
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Onthe otherhand, people believe that Lack of national CCl strategy, Lack of regional/local CCl
strategy, Lack of information, Bureaucracy are the main reasons that CCI SMEs don't have
adequate access tofinance

To solve this and to overcome the finance issue there is a need for Cls SMESs strong local
networks, strong international networks, collaborative culture, adopting new business
models, and adopting new technologies

To have better and more efficient production of these SMES, there is a need for several
solutions which are mainly: Financing of the business idea which comes in the first place while
financing the renting fees of these SMEs and products marketing come in the second place.

There are several available national and international programs and projects to finance CCl
SMEs suchasINNOMED-UP project, COSME EU Programme, invitaliarestoal sud, and nonli
Conos co.

There are several proposed solutions such as:

- Tohaveacollective e-commerce forlocal enterprises, training courses about new
technologies

- To create a network capable of enhancing the specific skills of the Cultural and
Creative Industries of Palermo

- There is a need for greater dissemination of technology transfer experiences between
universities and businesses; a real support for start-up projects and promotion of
innovative businesses created by young people.

Funding sources for CCl SMEs

Program Domain Description Useful Links
Horizon European 2020 is the financial instrument that | https://ec.europa.
2020 Funding promotes European innovation, one of the | eu/programmes/h
Horizon Flagship Initiatives of Europe 2020 aimed at | orizon2020/
guaranteeing Europe's global
competitiveness.
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/

COSME European The Program for the Competitiveness of | https://ec.europa.
Funding Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized | eu/growth/smes/c
Enterprises (COSME) aims to improve | osme_en
access to finance for SMEs. Itis possible to
obtain financing only through financial
intermediaries (banks, finance companies,
business angels, etc.)
Cultur National In fact, the new version of the incentive | hitps://www.invit
e- funding startson 26 April2021. Inaddition, Culture | alia.it/cosa-
CREAT CreaPluswillbe active from 19 April 2021, | fattomo/creiamo-
E the new measure that makes anti-Covid | nuove-
contributions available aziende/cultura-
crea
SMART | National Smart &Start Italia is the incentive that | https://www.invit
&S funding supportsthe birthand growth ofinnovative | alia.it/cosa-
TART startups. It finances projects between | fattomo/creiamo-
ITALY 100,000 euros and 1.5 million euros. The | nuove-
application can only be submitted online on | aziende/smartstart
the Invitalia platform. -italia
| STAY National Rest in the South is the incentive that | https://www.invit
IN THE funding supportsthebirthanddevelopmentofnew | alia.it/cosa-
SOUTH entrepreneurial and freelance activities in | fattomo/creiamo-
Abruzzo, Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, | nuove-

Molise, Puglia, Sardinia, Sicily and in the
areas of the seismic crater of Central Italy
(Lazio, Marche , Umbria). It is aimed at
those between the ages of 18 and 55. The
availablefundsamountto 1 billionand 250
million euros.

aziende/resto-al-
sud
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CFI — | Special ~ for | CFI finances the growth of cooperative | https://www.cfi.it/
Corporat | Cooperative | anterprisesthrough acombination oflines
e Startups of intervention in share capital and debt
Finance capital, on the basis of coherent and
Coopera sustainable projects from an economic-
tion financial point of view, which safeguard
employment, present innovative aspects
and competitive advantages.
IRCAC Special for | Theaimsofthe Institute are the promotion, | http://www.ircac.i
Regiona | Cooperative | increase, support for cooperation in Sicily | t
| Startups and the possibility of promoting its _
Institute internationalization, through the granting
for of subsidized credit, inthe form of loans for
(?oopera productive investments;
tion
Credit
Develop | Special  for | FONDOSVILUPPO is the Mutual Fund of | hitps://www.fond
m ent Cooperative | confCooperative and has asits objectthe | osviluppo.it/
Fund Startups promotion and financing of new businesses
and initiatives for the development of
cooperation, with preference for programs
aimed at technological innovation, the
increase in employment and the
development of the South
coopera | Special  for | fondis Legacoop's Mutual Fund. Itaimsto | https://www.coop
ti ve Cooperative | contribute to the creation of new | fond.it/
Coop Startups cooperatives and the growth of existing

ones, to the creation of conditions for
cooperative development especially in the
most disadvantaged areas from an
economic and social point of view, to
implement the cooperative promotion
policy of Legacoop
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Cdp Investments CDP Venture Capital Sgr — Fondo Nazionale | https://www.cdpv

Venture | Fund Innovazione aims to expand direct and | enturecapital.it/cd
Capital — indirect investments, managing existing | p-venture-
National funds and also encouraging the creation of | capital/it/home.pa
Innovatio new managers, to support startups in all | ge

nFundthe phases of the life cycle. Through CDP

2020- Venture Capital, it is possible to access a

2022plan. long list of specialist funds for each type of

start-upandforeach stage ofthelifecycle,
including support for the period of the Covid

19 pandemic.
Sefea Investments SEFEA IMPACT is an asset management | https://sefeaimpac
Impac Fund company dedicated to setting up and | L.it
t managing closed-end Alternative

Investment Funds (AIF). The company's
objective is to disseminate impact finance,
capable of generating positive changesin
the conditions of well-being of
communities, placing among its investment
criteria, alongside the right economic
return, the expansion of people's skills,
capital social and environmental
sustainability,

5.3.5.2 Prato, Italy

Brief Conclusions:

- General knowledge of CCI SMEs environment:

All over the world, the Italian Cultural and Creative Industry is synonymous with
excellence; however, today its value is not sufficiently acknowledged. Creativity and
culture generate significant economic and social value, both in terms of business
volume and employment, but should be further supported if we want them to unleash
their full potential.

In 2015, the Italian Cultural and Creative Industry reached a total economic value of
47.9 billion Euro. Direct revenues represent 86% of this value, coming from activities
suchasdesign, production and distribution of cultural and creative works and services.
Therestresultsfromindirectrevenues, relatedtocollateral orsubsidiary activities.
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The creative sector employed more than one million people in 2015, 86% of whom in
directactivities. Witharound 880,000jobs, directworkers ofthe Italian Culturaland
Creative Industry account for 4% of the entire Italian workforce. These challenges
affect 7 million workers at European level, who work in the creative and cultural
industries and need particular attention and protection.

The analysis of the collected data from SMEs and funding agencies show that the majority of
interviews have good knowledge about the CCl SMEs in Italy. They are even aware of
organizations and networks and funding agencies that deal with and support these SMEs
which is a good sign.

- CCl SMEs Contributions:

Moreover, the majority of interviewed people believe in the added value and contributions of
these SMEs to the local and national product. They also believe in the same way of their
contribution to the urban daily life

CCI SMEs financing:

People in Prato in general believe that there isn't adequate access for CCl SMEs for the
different financing tools and their access is weak with many obstacles

People’s opinions about the reasons behind the weak access to finance varies between
different reasons such as: Lack of national CCI strategy, Lack of regional/local CCl strategy,
Lack of information, Bureaucracy and lack of funding.

To solve this and to overcome the finance issue there is a need for Cls SMEs strong local
networks, strong international networks, collaborative culture, adopting new business
models, and adopting new technologies

To have better and more efficient production of these SMES, there is a need for several
solutions which are mainly: Financing of the business idea which comes in the first place while
financing the renting fees of these SMEs and products marketing come in the second place
and lastly the laws and regulations.

Luckily in case of Prato as one of the advanced cities in circular economy, several funding
programs and agencies have been identified such as:

- Interreg programme, National operative programme - Culture and Development
(FESR), CulturaCrea 2.0 (https://ponculturaesviluppo.beniculturali.it/)
- COSME, Ministries, Chamber of Commerce, Interreg.

- CREATIVE EUROPE - The Creative Europe programme 2021-2027 has abudget of €
2.44 billion, compared to €1.47 billion of the previous programme (2014-2020).
Creative Europe invests in actions that reinforce cultural diversity and respond to the
needs and challenges of the cultural and creative sectors; web site:
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/creative-europe
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- Horizon Europe - Research and innovation funding programme of the EU. The
programme facilitates collaboration and strengthens the impact of research and
innovation in developing, supporting and implementing EU policies while tackling
global challenges. It supports creating and better dispersing of excellent knowledge
and technologies; web site: https://research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-
open-calls/horizon-europe_en

- National fund for CCI SMEs - Ministry of Economic Development - Italy - The Fund for
small and medium-sized creative enterprises aims to promote the creation,
development and consolidation of companies operating in the creative sector,
through the granting of grants, facilitating access to credit and promotional financing,
as well as other sector development; Web site:
initiative.https://www.mise.gov.it/index.php/it/incentivi/fondo-per-le-piccole-e-
medie-imprese-creative

- POR FESR Toscana - ERDF Regional Operational Programme of the Tuscany region -
web site: https://www.regione.toscana.it/por-fesr-2014-2020/verso-la-
programmazione-settennato-2021-2027

- Single Market Programme of the EU - The €4.2 hillion Single Market Programme will
strengthen the governance of the EU single market. It aims to make the internal
market work better with measures including improved market surveillance, problem-
solving support to citizens and business, and enhanced competition policy and boost
the competitiveness of businesses, in particular small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs), including CCI SMEs. Web site: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-
tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/single-market-programme_en

- Ministries program, PON program, Invitalia, Fondolmprese Creative
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Funding sources for CCl SMEs

Program Domain Description Useful Links
Horizon European 2020 is the financial instrument that | https://ec.europa.
2020 Funding promotes European innovation, one of the | eu/programmes/h
Horizon Flagship Initiatives of Europe 2020 aimed at | orizon2020/
guaranteeing Europe's global
competitiveness.
COSME European The Program for the Competitiveness of | https://ec.europa.
Funding Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized | eu/growth/smes/c
Enterprises (COSME) aims to improve | osme_en
access to finance for SMEs. It is possible to
obtain financing only through financial
intermediaries (banks, finance companies,
business angels, etc.)
CREATIVE European Fund| The Creative Europe programme 2021-2027 has | https://culture.ec.eu
EUROPE a budget of € 2.44 billion, compared to €1.47 | ropa.eu/creative-
billion of the previous programme (2014-2020). | europe
Creative Europeinvestsin actions thatreinforce
cultural diversity and respond to the needs and
challenges of the cultural and creative sectors;
web site:
Single European Fund| The€4.2billion Single Market Programmewill | Web site:
Market strengthen the governance of the EU single | https://ec.europa.e
Programm market. It aims to make the internal market | u/info/funding-
eoftheEU work better with measures including improved | tenders/find-

market surveillance, problem-solving supportto
citizens and business, and enhanced
competition policy and boost the
competitiveness of businesses, in particular
small and medium-sized enterprises (SMESs),
including CCISMEs.

funding/eu-funding-
programmes/single-
market-
programme_en
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POR FESR
Toscana

Regional fund

PORFESR Toscana-ERDF Regional Operational
Programme of the Tuscany region -

https://www.region
e.toscana.it/por-
fesr-2014-
2020/verso-la-
programmazione-
settennato-2021-
2027

Cultura | National In fact, the new version of the incentive

CREA funding starts on 26 April 2021. In addition, | Cos'éCulturaCrea 2.0
CulturaCrea2.0 will be active from 19 April | =
2021, the new measure that makes post-
Covid contributions available (54 M€)

SMART | National Smart &Start Italia is the incentive that

&S funding supportsthe birthand growth ofinnovative

TART startups. It finances projects between | https://www.invit

ITALY 100,000 euros and 1.5 million euros. The | alia.it/cosa-
application can only be submitted online on | facciamo/creiamo-
the Invitalia platform. nuove-

aziende/smartstart
-italia

Ministry of | National fund | The Fund for small and medium-sized creative | Web site:

Economic | forCCISMEs | enterprises aims to promote the creation, | initiative.https://ww

Developme development and consolidation of companies | w.mise.gov.it/index.

nt - Italy operating in the creative sector, through the | php/it/incentivi/fon
granting of grants, facilitating access to credit | do-per-le-piccole-e-
and promotional financing, as well as other | medie-imprese-
sector development; creative

CFlI — | Special ~ for | CFI finances the growth of cooperative | https://www.cfi.it/

Corporat | Cooperative | enterprisesthrough acombination oflines

e Startups of intervention in share capital and debt

Finance capital, on the basis of coherent and

(?oopera sustainable projects from an economic-

tion

financial point of view, which safeguard
employment, present innovative aspects
and competitive advantages.
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Ddevelopme
nt Fund

Special for
Cooperative
Start ups

FONDOSVILUPPO is the Mutual Fund of
ConfCooperative and has asits objectthe
promotion and financing of new businesses
and initiatives for the development of
cooperation, with preference for programs
aimed at technological innovation, the
increase in employment and the
development of the South

https://www.fond
osviluppo.it/

Cooperati
ve Fund

Special for
Cooperative
Start ups

Coopfond is Legacoop's Mutual Fund. It
aims to contribute to the creation of new
cooperatives and the growth of existing
ones, to the creation of conditions for
cooperative development especially in the
most disadvantaged areas from an
economic and social point of view, to
implement the cooperative promotion
policy of Legacoop

https://www.coop
fond.it/

Cdp Venture
Capital -
National
Innovation
Fundthe 2020-
2022 plan.

Investments
Fund

CDP Venture Capital Sgr — Fondo Nazionale
Innovazione aims to expand direct and
indirect investments, managing existing
fundsandalsoencouraging the creation of
new managers, to support startups in all
phases of the life cycle. Through CDP
Venture Capital, it is possible to access a
long list of specialist funds for each type of
start-up and for each stage ofthe life cycle,
includingsupportforthe period ofthe Covid
19 pandemic.

https://www.cdpv
enturecapital.it/cd

p-venture-
capital/itthome.pa

ge
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Sefea Impact

Investments
Fund

SEFEA IMPACT is an asset management
company dedicated to setting up and
managing closed-end Alternative
Investment Funds (AlIF). The company's
objective is to disseminate impact finance,
capable of generating positive changesin
the conditions of well-being of
communities, placing among its investment
criteria, alongside the right economic
return, the expansion of people's skills,
capital social and environmental
sustainability,

https://sefeaimpac
t.it

Invitalia-
Digitalisation
(Ministry of
Culture)

PNRR-
National
Fund

The "Digital transition of cultural and creative
organisms" incentive promotes innovation and
digitization of micro and small enterprises, third
sector entities and profit and non-profit
organizations. The measure is promoted by the
Ministry of Culture (General Directorate for
Contemporary Creativity) and managed by
Invitalia.

The incentive can count on afinancial envelope
of115millioneuros providedforbythe PNRR.

Transizionedigitaleo
rganismiculturali e
creativi -Invitalia

Ministry of
Economic
Development
and Ministry of
Economy and
Finance

National
Fund for the
Municipality
of Prato

In consideration of the significant impact
connected to the emergency from COVID-19
and the need to protect and relaunch the
production chainofthe Pratoindustrial district,
the ministries assign the Municipality of Prato a
contribution of 10 million euros for the year
2022, for the support economic to companies in
the textile sector of the Prato industrial district.
The decree provides for a contribution of 10
million euros, which will have to use it, to
support the companies in the textile district,
according to the following subdivision:

8 million euros: to support company projects, to
be distributed through specific tenders;

2 million euro:to be used by the Municipality of
Pratotosupporttheimplementation of system
projects

Misure e
beneficiaribandi _da
10 milioni - PRato
Industrial SMart
Accelerator
(prismaprato.it)
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6. How stakeholder and supporting organizations can
help CClI SMEs?

6.1. CCI SMEs roles in sustaining creative traditional industries, circular

economy and economic empowerment?

The SME sectorisanintegral componentof almostevery economyinthe world. Within this
large and varied group, it is all the more the case for countries with major employment,
income distribution, and demographic challenges of the sort faced by the Mediterranean
states. The positive role of SMEs can be observed in both the economic and the political
spheres. In economic terms, SMEs are of critical importance. In the developed economies of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), SMEs typically account
for around 99 per cent of all firms and 60-70 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), as well
as creating a similar share of employment. It is not difficult to understand why this is so. A
modern market economy consists of thousands of markets that require millions of enterprises
to be reasonably competitive and efficient. A greater number of SMEs generates a higher
degree of competition, and the variety of economic activities in a modern economy is so great
that as many enterprises as possible are needed to ensure that competition thrives within an
economy.’

CClworkshopsare mainly considered Micro, Smallor Medium Enterprises, soany intervention
for developing this sector will lead to impact on the local economy.

On the other hand, CCls are one of the economic sectors that help in sustaining cultural
heritage, proposing new cultural symbols and themes. This fact makes this sector highly
important for protecting history, identity and uniqueness in the community. Circular economy
practices and methodologies can benefitfromthe CCl sectorin ordertoraise awareness about
the environment and present new relations between culture and human wellbeing.

6.2. Proposed ideas for interventions based on needs:

From our research and close collaboration with local stakeholders, supporting organizations
and CCI SMEs, we can indicate some general interventions applied for most MED cities
participated in the project:

- Awareness interventions targeting CCl SMEs, local population, organizations and
governments.

- Training programs for technical and managerial skills.

- Product developmentinterventions.

"The Role of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises in the Mediterranean, © European Union, 2011
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- Quality management and assurance programs, and establishing special quality
standard watermarks for this sector to ensure marketability, competitiveness and
customer protection.

- Modern marketing techniques and channeling.

- Developmentof supply chain especially for waste reuse and recycling activities.

- Clustering and crowd working initiatives.

- Cross-border cooperation especially in marketing and trade exhibitions.

- Promoting more powerful presentative bodies for supporting the sector.

- Financial support.

- Promoting knowledge transfer between SMEs.

- Supporting Intellectual Property law and regulations.

- Technical support in the field of green packaging.

- Develop regulations such as taxation and financial incentives schemes specified for
the sector.

- Tohaveacollective e-commerce forlocal enterprises, training courses about new
technologies

- To create a network capable of enhancing the specific skills of the Cultural and
Creative Industries of Palermo

- There is a need for greater dissemination of technology transfer experiences between
universities and businesses; a real support for start-up projects and promotion of
innovative businesses created by young people;

- Taxes policy for young SMEs of the CCI.

- Creation of a local platform to look for fundings.
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7- Contact with INNOMED-UP Leader and Partners.

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/innomed-up

+302107723813

Role Name ofthe Country Region Contact
organization
loannis CHATJIGEORGIOU
Vice Rector of Research and Lifelong Education
@ chatji@central.ntua.gr
N +302107721105
_ R Sofia Avgerinou - Kolonia
National Em.Professor
Lead Technical
beneficiary University of Greece Attiki skolonia@arch.ntua.gr
Athens @
R

»|® X

Antonis Mavropoulos
CEO and President

amavrop@gmail.com

+302108627596
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Partner 1 Environmental Greece Attiki R Haris Kamariotakis
Planning Solid Waste Management Consultant

Engineering S _
and @ hkamariotakis@gmail.com

Management D +302108627596

R Antonio Avitabile

Director
@ a.avitabile@comune.prato.it
N +3905741835964
Municipality '
Partner 2 of Prato Italy Toscana

R Besnik Mehmeti
Project Manager

@ b.mehmeti@comune.prato.it

N +3905741835980

R Alessandro La Grassa
President

alessandro.lagrassa@gmail.com

el

YN 00393357542815
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Center for
Economic and

Maria Luisa Giordano
President

@
(@

Partner 3 Social Italy Sicilia
Research for @ alessandro.lagrassa@gmail.com
the South of N\ 00393357542815
Italy X3
R Silmen EL GOLLI
Secretary General Responsible for Municipality of Tunis
Management
@ Slimenelgolli45@gmail.com
(@ +216 71 575777
R Souad SASSI
Responsible for Exterior relations and international
Partner 4 Municipality Tunisia Tunis cooperation
of Tunis

Souadsassi3@gmail.com

+216 96 025242

R

Bishara Dumani
President

president@birzeit.edu
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(@ +970 (0) 22980000

Birzeit R Amir Khalil
Partner 5 University Palestine Birzeit Director
@ ogc@birzeit.edu
N +970 (+) 2 2982034
R Obyda Hummash
) Future Executive Director
Pioneers for
Empowering @ info@future-pioneers.org
Communities’
Partner 6 Members in Jordan Amman D 962790717686
the
environmental
and
educational
fields
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8. Researchers

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/innomed-up

Beneficiary
National Technical University of Athens —
NTUA

Greece, Attiki
www.ntua.gr
www.innomed-up.eu

Project Coordinator

- Emeritus Professor Sofia Avgerinou-Kolonias, Project
Coordinator

- Professor Eirini Klampatsea, Senior Researcher

- Associate Professor Mattheos Papavasiliou, Senior Researcher
and CommunicationManager

- Panagiotis Stratakis, Financial Manager

Researchers

- Elena Antonopoulou

- AggelikiDemertzi

- Konstantinos Gounaridis
- Maria Koutsari

- Vasileios Leon

- Dimitra Litsardou

- Charalampos Marantos
- Konstantinos Petrakos
- Maria Plota

- loannis Spyropoulos

- Olga Xarchoulakou

Partners

Partner 1

Environmental Planning Engineering and Management —EPEMS. A.
Greece, Attiki

www.epem.qgr

Project Coordinator

- Antonis Mavropoulos, CEO

- Haris Kamariotakis, General Director

- Dimitrios Tselentis, Administrative staff

- Dimitrios Papapaioannou, Administrative staff

- Loukia Fagogeni, Financial staff
Researchers

- Sofia Avgoustinou
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- Dimitrios Chatzigogos
- Varvara Emmanouilidi
- George Firfilionis

- lliana Koukosia

- Aikaterini Lamprinou
- George Routsis

- Marinela Zhurka

Citta di Prato

Partner 02
Municipality of Prato
Italy, Prato
WWw.comune.prato.it
www.cittadiprato.it

Project Coordinator

- Antonio Avitabile, Director
- Besnik Mehmeti, Project Manager

Researchers

- Letizia Benigni
- LorenaVidas
- Paolo Guarnieri

Societa Cooperativa Sociale

CRESM.

centro ricerche economiche e sociali per il meridione

Partner 03
Centre for Economic and Social Research for the South of Italy (CRESM)
Italy, Palermo

https://www.cresm.it/

Project Coordinator

Alessandro La Grassa, President

Salvatore Balsamo, Financial Manager

- Daniele Santangelo, Administrative Assistant
- Sergio Zummo, Administrative Manager

Researchers

Luca Cumbo, Assistant to project coordinator
- Amedeo DiMarco

Maria Luisa Giordano

Marco Vella

Partner 04
Tunis Municipality, Tunis

http://www.commune-tunis.qov.tn

Project Coordinator

- SlimenEL GOLLI, Secretary general Responsible for
Municipality of Tunis Management
- Souad Sassi, Coordinator
- Leila Ben Gacem, Expert
Researchers
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- Hatem Ben Kedim
- Majdi Hentati

- Souhail Sassi

- Samia SAAD

- Adnene Saidene
- Kamel Hedfi

- Adel Bettaieb

- Amor Ennaifer

- Mongi Lahtheb

- Jalel Teffahi

- Lakhdhar Dkhil

- Abdelmajid Maatoug
- Hanen Tarhouni

- Salwa Gannouni

- Mahmoud Nehdi

Partner 05

Birzeit University

dcia o*‘ S Faculty of Engineering and Technology
;}\y'n‘ AR Palestine, Birzeit

BIRZEIT UNIVERSITY | www.birzeit.edu

Project Coordinator

- Associate Professor ShadiGhadban, Project Coordinator

- Assistant Professor Mohammed Jawabreh, Senior Researcher
and Communication Manager

- Mothana Hejja, Financial Manager

- Haitham Khalili, Administrative Assistant

Researchers

- Baher Dikeidek

- A’ndaleeb A’'tawneh
- Randah Jerdaneh

- Sami Qutwinwh

- Mohammad Jalal Al-Barq
- Amin Nawahdah

- HelmiMaragah

- AfnanQuteineh

- Jafar Hajeer

- Malek AliSalhab

- Aisha Dweikat

- Moath Sarhan

- Imad Tartir

- Bara’ zaid

- Majed Zedan
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Partner 06

Future Pioneers for Empowering
Communities’ Members in the
Environmentaland Educational fields—
FPEC

Jordan, Amman

www. Future-pioneers.org

Project Coordinator

- Obeida Hammash: Executive Director, Project Coordinator
- Shady Ahmed: Senior Technical Expert

- Amal Sami: Financing projects

- Farah Al-Hourani: Social Media Specialist

- Muhammad Awad Allah: Information Technology Specialist

Researchers

- Ehab Eid
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