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The archipelago of Kneiss islands is located in the Gulf of Gabés (south of Tunisia, eastern
Mediterranean Sea), covering a surface area of 442 ha and including 4 islets. With their tidal
channels, watercourses, shores, intertidal zones and supratidal mudflats, the Kneiss islands
constitute a unique ecosystem in the Mediterranean. The archipelago has been classified as a
nature reserve and it is considered as a Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance
(SPAMI) and a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance. Identified as an Important Bird and
Biodiversity Area (IBA), Kneiss islands are characterized by an extraordinary avifauna diversity,
a highly developed halophilic vegetation, phanerogam meadows and important marine
biodiversity. Fishing and agriculture are the main economic activities in the region of Kneiss.
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