
MORE INFORMATION: 

www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/co-evolve4bg

activity plays a two-faced role: source and victim of negative 
impacts on the environment. Tourism development in Region of 
Murcia is a major priority and it is mainly focused on beaches 
and coastlines where many tourist facilities were and are being 
built, thus causing environmental impacts. These facilities impact 
the background where they are located and increase the coastal 
erosion processes, cause the reduction or extinction of native 
vegetation, the environmental load that had been created for 
the tourist activity on natural ecosystems is increased, a great 
quantity of waste is generated polluting the dune and sea water 
and are some impacts caused by the tourism that modify natural 
habitat and affect biodiversity.

During 2019, the Mar Menor coastal lagoon (135 km2, mean depth 
4 m) had eutrophication problems and suffered a high mortality 
incident. The latest four-year events have accelerated the 
deterioration of the lagoon’s marine environment, turning green 
the water in 2016 and reducing the visibility. In September 2019, 
the heaviest storm for at least half a century dumped floodwater. 
The seawater turned brown, and led to an episode of anoxia (or 
lack of oxygen) which decimated the marine wildlife including fish 
and crustaceans.

Overcrowding and construction are destroying the dunes, which 
are the only defence against rising sea levels. The destruction of 
this ecosystem is, together with soil erosion, the most serious 
environmental problem in the Region of Murcia, since artificial 
barriers - spikes or dikes - cause even more problems.

Pilot Area 5: Region of Murcia

Local actors and stakeholders to be involved:

• Local Government
• Local Community
• Tourism operators and professionals
• Cartagena Port Authority 
• Association of Nautical Clubs, Sports and 

Tourist Ports of the Region of Murcia 
• Regional Federation of Hostelry and 

Tourism Entrepreneurs of Cartagena 
• Federation of associations of consumers 

and users of the Region of Murcia 

SPAIN

Main objectives of the pilot

The main objective of the pilot is to improve 
sustainable tourism development in the pilot 
area of the Region of Murcia by adapting and 
using the conceptual model defined in the 
Co-evolve4BG project. An assessment will be 
carried out to determine a strategic planning 
driven by sustainable tourism in the pilot areas, in 
order to establish recommendations that may be 
implemented.

Partner Involved:

The Pilot Area (PA) 5 namely Region of Murcia, is located in the 
southeast sector of Spain. The coastal zone of the Pilot Area 
extends to about 130 km length. This PA is subdivided into 
five administrative regions: San Pedro del Pinatar, San Javier, 
Los Alcázares, La Unión and Cartagena. Agriculture, tourism, 
fishing and industry are the main activities in this Pilot Area. It 
is characterized by a great geomorphologic diversity with long 
sandy beaches, high cliffs and a coastal lagoon (Mar Menor). 

The main economic activity in the area is currently tourism and 
the great development of shopping areas, leisure centres, sports 
facilities, hotel infrastructures and the urban development of the 
area is focused on it. 

Nowadays, environmental pollution is one of the main problems 
that are affecting coastal population. In this context, the tourist 

Views of Murcia’s main tourist attractions


